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SOYKIRIMDAN YARADILISA: MARTIN AMIS'IN TIME’S ARROW OR:
THE NATURE OF THE OFFENCE ADLI ESERINDE KOTULUGUN
PSIKANALITIK INCELEMESI

Hilal BILGILI

Bu tez, basta doktorlar olmak iizere Nazi su¢lularinin, Holokost sirasinda nasil dehset
verici suglar isledigini ve bu siirecteki psikolojik doniisiimiin edebiyattaki yansimasini
incelemektedir. Yarattiklar1 bu kriz karsisinda Nazi faillerinin kisilikleri, zuliim
islemek ve insani bir goriiniim sergilemek arasinda derin bir boliinme gegirir. Bu tez,
edebiyat metinlerini kullanarak bu ikili dogay1 anlamay1 ve eylemlerinin ardindaki

psikolojik siireclere 151k tutmay1 amacglamaktadir.

Martin Amis'in Time’s Arrow adli romani, bir Nazi doktorunun hayatin1 6liimden
doguma ters kronolojiyle anlatarak benzersiz bir anlatim teknigi kullanir. Bu teknik,
kotiiliigiin tarihini ¢ozer, kotiliigiin 6ziinl ortaya ¢ikarir, tarihsel olaylar yeniden
yorumlar ve kahramanin kendini duyarsizlagtirma ve cani eylemlerinden uzaklagma
yoniindeki amansiz ¢abalarini gézler dniine serer. Bu ¢alismada, Nazi doktorlarinin
doniisiimii, sugun onlar iizerindeki kalic1 etkileri ve 6zellikle ters anlatim tekniginin

Holokost'u nasil tasvir ettigi ve bir bakima desifre ettigi tizerinde durulmaktadir.

Bu aragtirmayla, Martin Amis'in Time's Arrow romaninda tasvir edilen sugun ¢eliskili

dogasina ve Nazi failinin karmasik ruh haline psikanalitik bir yaklasim ve romanin
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ayrmtili analizi yoluyla 1s1k tutmay1 amachiyorum. Sigmund Freud, Jacques Lacan ve
Julia Kristeva’nin temel kavramlariyla birlikte Robert Jay Lifton’in Nazi sosyo-
tarihsel baglamini kullanan bu tez, failin Holokost krizine verdigi tepkinin rahatsiz
edici dogasina ve ahlaki sorumluluk yoksunluguna dair bir perspektif sunmak icin
ikilesme, yabancilagtirma, ruhsal uyusma, igrenglik, anne rahmi, kadin varlig1 ve

yasam ve 0liim i¢giidiisii kavramlarini incelemektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Martin Amis, Psikanaliz, Kétiiliikk, Ruh, Fail, ikilesme, Holokost
Edebiyati
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ABSTRACT

FROM GENOCIDE TO GENESIS: PSYCHOANALYTIC EXPLORATION
OF EVIL IN MARTIN AMIS’ TIME’S ARROW: OR THE NATURE OF THE
OFFENCE

Hilal BILGILI

This thesis explores how Nazi perpetrators, notably doctors, committed heinous crimes
during the Holocaust, delving into their psychological transformation. Faced with this
self-inflicted crisis, perpetrators undergo a profound shift, splitting their personalities
between committing atrocities and wearing a facade of humanity. Using literary texts,
this thesis aims to understand this dual nature, shedding light on the psychological

processes behind their actions.

Martin Amis' novel, Time's Arrow, employs a unique narrative technique, recounting
the life of a Nazi doctor in reverse chronology, from death to birth. This technique
unravels a history of evil, deconstructs the evil self, reinterprets historical events, and
exposes the protagonist’s relentless attempts to distance from his heinous deeds. This
study focuses on the transformation of the Nazi doctors, the lingering effects of
perpetration on them, and especially how the technique of reverse narration portrays

and, in a way, decodes the Holocaust.
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With this study, [ aim to shed light on the paradoxical nature of the offense and the
complex psyche of the Nazi perpetrator, portrayed in Martin Amis’ Time’s Arrow,
through a psychoanalytic approach and nuanced analysis of the novel. By utilizing
Robert Jay Lifton’s socio-historical context from Nazi Doctors, along with the key
concepts provided by Sigmund Freud, Jacques Lacan and Julia Kristeva, this study
examines the concepts of doubling, defamiliarization, psychic numbing, abjection,
maternal womb, and female presence and life and death instinct to offer insight into
the disturbing nature of the perpetrator’s response to the Holocaust crisis and his lack

of moral responsibility.

Key words: Martin Amis, Psychoanalysis, Evil, Psyche, Perpetrator, Doubling,
Holocaust Fiction



