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ABSTRACT
JOHN ABIODUN BABALOLA

This thesis revolves round resolving the problem of understanding the historical trend of the birth
of ECOWAS, its formation and the general performance since it was born in 1975, it is believed
that ECOWAS is the only organization that binds the West African states together and its main
aim is to integrate the region economically and politically and to foster unity among the member
states. ECOWAS is made up of 15 members with Lagos Treaty that was signed in 1975 which
marked its birth. Integrating West Africa states together was a bit difficult because of the different
colonial administration, languages, currency, and the characteristic of multi ethnic group that made

up of the region. The thesis thus, looks into the performnance of the community so far.

This thesis extensively answers some questions related to the existence of ECOWAS. It explains
and focus on the origin of ECOWAS, looking at the history of the organization from the period
the idea was conceived since 1945 when the CFA currency was merged together by the

francophone countries which was the first move to unite the countries in the sub region together



and later the idea was spread wide to all the regions of West Africa states before it was eventually

concluded and a treaty was signed in May 1975 in Lagos.

The main idea of the work is to familiarize the reader with the sub region in Africa and equally to
answer the frequently asked questions whether ECOWAS is working or not, and also the question
of whether there is need for the ECOWAS or not, maybe it should be dissolved and each member
state go different ways, having all these as an underlying problems, the thesis is aimed at resolving

these problems and give a clearer picture to these issues, thus the clear picture will be established.

The thesis was executed through the use of some articles, textbooks and journals that talk about
the sub region. ECOWAS report such as ECOWAS Annual Report, Convergence Report of
ECOWAS, ECOWAS Commission Annual Report and other rich articles was consulted in doing

justice to the work so as to have a clear and factual evident regarding the intended project work.

Conclusively, this work is a rich source of evaluating the performance of ECOWAS from 1975 till
date and considering the operation of the organization on the integration process of all member
states and how well it has fostered unity among the states in the sub region, and explaning some

recommendations for the betterment of the community.

Keywords: History of West Africa, West Africa Economy, Formation of ECOWAS,

Achievements of ECOWAS.



Universite : Istanbul Kiiltiir Universitesi

Enstitii : Lisansiistii Egitim Enstitiisii

Dah : Uluslararas: iliskiler

Program : Uluslararasi iliskiler

Tez Danismam : Prof. Dr. ibrahim Mensur AKGUN

Tez Tiirii ve Tarihi : Yiiksek Lisans — Haziran 2021

KISA OZET

JOHN ABIODUN BABALOLA

Bu tez, ECOWAS"1n dogusunun tarihsel egilimini, olusumunu ve dogdugu 1975'ten bu yana genel
performansini anlama sorununu ¢ézmeye yonelik olup, ECOWAS'!n Bati Afrika devletlerini
birbirine baglayan tek orgiit olduguna inanilmaktadir. amag, bolgeyi ekonomik ve siyasi olarak
biitlinlestirmek ve iiye iilkeler arasinda birligi tesvik etmektir. ECOWAS, 1975 yilinda imzalanan
ve kurulusuna damgasini vuran Lagos Antlagmasi ile 15 {iyeden olusmaktadir. Bat1 Afrika
devletlerini birbirine entegre etmek, farkli somiirge yonetimi, diller, para birimi ve bolgeden
olusan ¢ok etnik grup 6zelligi nedeniyle biraz zordu. Bu nedenle tez, toplulugun simdiye kadarki

performansini incelemektedir.

Bu tez, ECOWAS'm varligiyla ilgili bazi sorular1 kapsamli bir sekilde yanitlamaktadir.
ECOWAS'm kokenini agiklar ve odaklanir, organizasyonun tarihine, fikrin ortaya ¢iktig
donemden itibaren, alt bolgedeki tilkeleri birlestirmek igin ilk hareket olan CFA para biriminin

frankofon iilkeler tarafindan bir araya getirildigi 1945 yilindan bu yana bakar. Birlikte ve daha



sonra fikir, sonu¢lanmadan ve Mayis 1975'te Lagos'ta bir anlagma imzalanmadan 6nce Bat1 Afrika

devletlerinin tiim bolgelerine yayildi.

Calismanin ana fikri, okuyucuyu Afrika'daki alt bolge ile tanistirmak ve ECOWAS"'n ¢alisip
calismadig ile ilgili sik¢a sorulan sorular1 ve ayrica ECOWAS'a ihtiya¢ olup olmadigi, belki de
olmasi gerektigi sorusuna esit derecede cevap vermektir. ¢oziilecek ve her liye devlet farkl yollara
gidecek, tiim bunlar1 temel problem olarak goren tez, bu sorunlar1 ¢6zmeyi ve bu konuya daha net

bir resim vermeyi amaglamakta, boylece net bir resim olusturulacaktir.

Tez, alt bolgeden bahseden bazi makaleler, ders kitaplart ve dergiler kullanilarak yiiriitiilmiistiir.
ECOWAS yillik raporu, ECOWAS'iIn Yakinsama Raporu, ECOWAS Komisyonu Yillik Raporu
ve diger zengin makaleler gibi ECOWAS raporlarina, amaglanan proje ¢alismasina iliskin net ve

olgusal bir kanit olmasi i¢in isin hakkini vermek i¢in basvurulmustur.

Sonug olarak, bu calisma ECOWAS'1n 1975'ten bugiine kadar olan performansini degerlendirmek
ve Orgiitiin tiim liye devletlerin entegrasyon siireci lizerindeki isleyisini ve alt bolgedeki devletler
arasinda birligi ne kadar iyi destekledigini agiklamak icin zengin bir kaynaktir. Toplulugun

iyilestirilmesi i¢in bazi 6neriler.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bati Afrika Tarihi, Bati Afrika Ekonomisi, ECOWAS'm Olusumu,

ECOWAS'"in Basarilari.



